
✦ Abel's Lantern ✦
A Mason Jar Lantern in Sunflower & Acorn Cottagecore

✿ Gather the golden hours, press them into glass, ✿ and let the light of the meadow bloom within your home.

Abel's Lantern is a handcrafted mason jar lantern inspired by sun-drenched meadows, the warmth of dried

sunflowers, and the quiet magic of acorn-strewn autumn paths. This guide will walk you gently through every step

— from gathering your materials to hanging your finished lantern in a golden window or beneath the boughs of a

garden tree.

■  Materials You Will Need  ■

✦ 1 large wide-mouth mason jar (quart or half-gallon size)

✦ 1 tea-light or small pillar candle (or battery-operated LED candle)

✦ Dried sunflower heads or petals (2–3 small, or 1 large)

✦ Dried acorns & acorn caps (6–10 pieces, foraged or craft store)

✦ Jute or natural twine (approx. 1 metre)

✦ Burlap ribbon or lace trim (½ inch wide, 30 cm)

✦ Dried wildflowers or lavender (small sprigs — baby's breath, chamomile)

✦ Cinnamon sticks (2–3 sticks for fragrance & texture)

✦ Autumn leaves (pressed & dried) (2–4 leaves, optional)

✦ Craft glue or a low-temp hot glue gun

✦ Thin floral wire (at least 20 inches, for handle)

✦ Scissors & wire cutters

✦ Sandpaper (fine grit) (optional, for a frosted-glass look)



✦ Amber or honey-toned glass paint (optional — Mod Podge + food colouring)

■  Step-by-Step Instructions  ■

Step 1 — Prepare Your Jar
Begin by washing and thoroughly drying your mason jar. For a soft, frosted cottagecore glow, lightly sand the

outside of the jar with fine-grit sandpaper in gentle circular motions. Wipe away any dust with a dry cloth. This

gives the glass a dreamy, etched quality that softens candlelight beautifully.

■ Tip: If you prefer a honey-amber glow, skip sanding and paint the outside lightly with a mix of Mod Podge and a few

drops of amber or yellow-gold food colouring. Let it dry completely (about 1 hour) before continuing.

Step 2 — Create the Twine-Wrapped Neck
Cut a generous length of jute twine — about 60 cm. Apply a thin line of craft glue around the neck of the jar

(just below the lid ring groove). Press the twine firmly into the glue, wrapping it tightly and evenly for 4–6

rounds. Tie off the end in a small knot and trim any excess. This rustic collar is the anchor for all of your

decorative elements.

■ Tip: Layer natural raffia over the twine for extra texture, or use a length of burlap ribbon instead for a softer, fringed

look.

Step 3 — Attach the Burlap or Lace Accent
Cut a strip of burlap ribbon or cotton lace approximately 25–30 cm long. Wrap it snugly over the twine collar or

just below it, securing both ends with a small dab of hot glue. Tie it into a loose bow at the front of the jar if you

wish, or leave the ends tucked and flat for a cleaner look.

■ Tip: A row of lace trim pairs beautifully with dried lavender tucked beneath it.

Step 4 — Build the Floral & Nature Cluster
This is the heart of Abel's Lantern. Arrange your dried sunflower, acorns, cinnamon sticks, wildflower sprigs,

and pressed leaves into a small bouquet or cluster. Experiment with placement before gluing — try layering a

cinnamon stick behind the sunflower, a few acorns nestled at its base, and tiny dried chamomile or baby's breath

around the edges. Once you are happy with the arrangement, use your hot glue gun to attach each piece securely

to the twine collar at the front of the jar.

■ Tip: Let acorn caps face outward so their natural texture catches the light. A pressed autumn leaf peeking behind the

sunflower adds lovely depth.



Step 5 — Add the Hanging Handle (Optional)
Cut a piece of floral wire about 20 inches or longer. Wrap the wire around the neck of the jar, tucking it

underneath the twine and lace collar so it sits snugly against the glass. Tighten the wire around the jar, leaving

one end noticeably longer than the other. Wrap the short end of the wire around the long piece right next to the

neck of the jar, securing it firmly in place. Take the remaining long piece of wire and bend it up and over the top

of the jar, shaping it into a smooth, arched handle. Guide the wire down to the opposite side of the jar and fasten

it underneath the collar edge by twisting it securely around the wire already anchored there. Adjust the arch of

the handle until it sits evenly and feels sturdy before hanging.

■ Tip: Wrap the finished handle with a length of jute twine or thin ribbon to cover the bare wire and give it a polished,

cottagecore look. A small dried flower or acorn cap tied at the top of the arch makes a charming finishing touch.

Step 6 — Place Your Candle
Nestle your tea-light or small LED candle inside the jar. For safety and best results, a battery-operated LED

candle is warmly recommended — it flickers realistically, poses no fire risk, and can be left burning all evening.

If you use a real tea-light, never leave the lantern unattended and ensure the jar opening is wide enough for safe

airflow.

■ Tip: A cinnamon-scented or vanilla-scented LED candle adds a wonderful autumnal fragrance that pairs perfectly

with the acorn and spice motif.

Step 7 — Final Touches & Display
Hold your finished lantern up to the light and admire the warm glow filtering through the glass and dancing

across the dried botanicals. Place Abel's Lantern on a windowsill, a wooden shelf, or hang it from a garden

hook, a tree branch, or a wreath ring. Group several lanterns of varying sizes together for a magical tablescape

or outdoor display.

■ Tip: Tuck a small hand-written tag tied with twine into the floral cluster for a thoughtful gift — write a favourite

quote, a seasonal blessing, or simply the recipient's name.

✿  Decorative Guidance & Cottagecore Styling  ✿

Colour Palette
Abel's Lantern draws from the warm, earthy tones of a late-summer hedgerow: golden sunflower yellow, harvest

amber, mossy sage green, toasty acorn brown, and soft cream. Avoid bright modern colours — instead reach for

muted, sun-faded, natural tones that feel like they have been gathered from a quiet walk through the fields.

Seasonal Variations

■  Summer Fresh sunflowers, lavender, lemon verbena, soft yellow ribbon

■  Autumn Dried sunflowers, acorns, cinnamon, pressed maple leaves, rust twine

❄■  Winter Pinecones, dried orange slices, rosemary, cream lace, silver wire

■  Spring Dried rosebuds, fern fronds, cherry blossom, pale pink ribbon



Gifting & Display Ideas
✦ Wrap the finished lantern in a square of muslin cloth tied with dried lavender — a beautiful zero-waste gift

wrap.

✦ Pair Abel's Lantern with a small jar of wildflower honey, a hand-dipped beeswax candle, or a packet of

heirloom seeds.

✦ Group three lanterns of different jar sizes on a wooden tray with scattered acorns and dried rose petals for a

centrepiece.

✦ Hang lanterns from a driftwood branch suspended with jute rope for a dreamy indoor garland.

✦ Attach a hand-lettered label with the recipient's name or a favourite forest quote for an extra-personal touch.

May the warm light of Abel's Lantern fill your home with the gentle magic of the meadow, the quiet comfort of the

hearth, and the sweet abundance of the harvest season. Happy crafting, dear maker. ■■

✦  Made with love and lavender  ✦


